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This is a story about an African american boy growing up poor on the streets of South Philadelphia, the

same stomping grounds as Rocky. His name is Jamil Jamil and he was born with a special gift, a secret

passed down through generations since time began. That secret is Jamil's ability to communicate with

animals by exchanging mind messages with them. Communicating on a wave his Grandma Rody calls

the "sixth dimension." When Jamil stumbles upon a terrorist plot to blow up Philadelphia at the Liberty

Bell, and when no one believes him, he takes the advice of his Grandma Rody: "Boy, you've got to use

those zoo animals and save the city." Then, it's a race to the bell, a bell that once rang for freedom.

Breaking out zoo animals is no easy feat; neither is hiding them in the city. It's an edge of the seat finish

with twists and turns along the way. The Junto Racing to the Bell is an inspiring account of determination

overcoming poverty. Jamil's love of animals is equal to the love from his Grandma Rody, who is a guiding

light in a storm of bullies and a bad home life. Kids 12 to 20 will love The Junto. It is fun to read and action

packed. The Junto is also about teachers who care, tricks played on the principal, and sad tales from the

'hood. It's about having friends and loving animals. It's about why kids learn in some schools and don't in

others. And, it's about defending America. Review "I could not put this book down. In fact, I read it in two

days. The main character, Jamil Jamil reveals the heart of so many of our African American students in

urban settings. The author has captured the essence of Jamil Jamil- courageous, lonely, creative,

isolated--has a grandmother who supplements a crack head mother-and he has a smart, engaging

personality. The setting is Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, and the time is now. Jamil's charter school

provides an option for a safe effective education. Jamil has inherited a gift that allows him to transcend

human communication; a secret gift that enables him to deal with a possible 9-11 terrorist attack on his

beloved city. The book is rich with behind the scene information regarding governmental and international

intrigue. Readers from elementary through high school as well as adults will find this an exciting and

enjoyable experience. Whether the book is read to or read by youth and their family members, a good

feeling will result." Fredricka Reisman, Ph.D. Professor and Founder of the drexel university School of

Education Director of the Drexel/Torrance Center for Creativity and Innovation drexel university
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